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Geographical Tealgers
of Western Austral

GAWA Currently has 221 members from 117
schools. Most schools in the state that o [ed
Geography are members.
Professional Development
Professional Development for 2012
commenced in early March with the New and
Beginning Teachers Day held at the Claremont
Yacht Club. Approximately 30 teachers
attended. It is surprising how many ‘new’
teachers to Geography we attract to these
sessions every year. The day was facilitated
by the PD Committee who coordinated the
collection of a range of teaching resources
to support each stage and Year 11 and 12
units. The volume and quality of resources
contributed by GAWA members was
outstanding! Each delegate received their
resources electronically, and reports from our
new teachers were very positive. This year we
also o [erkd a session on the re [edtions of a
new Geography teacher, which helped the
delegates see that there is light at the end of
the tunnel!

PD Sessions have been/will be conducted
in: Geography in Action 3A Professional

D

tourism, conservation

very well. These resources are o [efed in both
hardcopy and/or email copies for semester
one and two.

The School Curriculum and Standards
Authority (SCSA) have not provided access

The National Geographic Channel Australian
Geography Competition was conducted in
March.

Curriculum Developments
GAWA continues to have astrong

to the [Nl Year 12 WACE Exam
for the past 2 years. GAWA has taken up the
mantle of producing copies for sale at cost
to members and teachers. In 2012 this has
proved to be very problematic as determining
who owns the copyright for various images
used and then trying to gain copyright
permissions has been a tedious process.
Whilst we will see this through in 2012 we
are more than likely going to call the SCSA to
account in 2013 and let them know that it is
their responsibility to produce this resource.
Members of the Course Advisory Committee,
SCSA, have endorsed this position.
Action to Promote Geography
Anew initiative for our term 2 Bulletin this
year is a special supplement on ‘Promoting
Geography'aimed at year 10 students and
teachers, With students choosing their
Senior School subjects at the end of term 2/
beginning of term 3 this edition contains
information on; what is geography, careers
linked to geography, all the tertiary course in
Western Australia with a link to geography
ora the faculties

Titled Urban Planning — Syst
Thinking; Geography in Action 2A Professional
Development will take place in August on the
topic Sustainable Forestry in the Jarrah Forest, a
whole day event in November to look at the
Australian Curriculum: Geography.
AGTA National Conference January 2013 -
The GAWA AGTA conference committee and
Darryl Michie are continuing work on the
2013 AGTA Conference. With over 70 pre-

involved and their contact details, pro L5 of
geographers and web links. We hope this will
provide a useful guide to teachers, course
counsellors and to students thinking about
future options.

The GAWA website continues to be the
public face for our association. All members
have access to a password protected area

in which countless resources reside, like the

on the SCSA C dvisory
Committee. With our own courses, GAWA
continues to have a strong input and has
righted some of the concerns expressed by
members. The issue of the Indian Ocean
Dipole and climate cycles and variations’
highlighted in our October report has been
resolved in the positive at the May CAC
meeting. Our Stage 38 course, (second
semester year 12), will be reviewed in 2013,
depending on progress and timelines
associated with the Australian Curriculum
Senior School geography units. GAWA also
submitted a thorough critigue of the 2011
WACE exam. 2011 was the second year our
new WACE courses have been examined at
Year 12 level for graduation and university
entry purposes. GAWA remains active in its
feedback to the SCSA in refation to the senior
school courses.
In terms of the Australian Curriculum both WA
members of the Advisory Group are on the
CAC and are GAWA stalwarts, keeping us well
informed of the most recent developments.
Astrong round of Australian Curriculum:
Geography feedback workshops were held
by the various systems and sectors in Western
Australia. Many of the GAWA councillors and
members attended one or more of these
sessions thus strongly contributing to the
various submissions, GAWA also submitted a
submission to AGTA and ACARA on behalf of
its members.
I ind Concerns

registrations received and on line
about to open the anticipation is rising. A
Primary Geography stream will be held on the
Thursday with dedicated workshops.
Publications and Projects
48Bulletins are produced each year that
provide relevant and topical articles, classroom
teaching resources and the publication of
useful websites and events, This journal is now
in electronic form for most members.
GAWA text books are now available for all WA
courses and continue to enjoy good sales. The
GAWA WACE Revision Guide continues to sell
well since the format was changed from an
exam review text to a study skills and course
review text. This change was forced upon us
due to the School Curriculum and Standards
Authority, SCSA, no longer releasing the
copyright permissions for the [nal exams to
publishers.
The GAWA Stage 2 and Stage 3 WACE Exam
papers and answer guides continue to sell

of our key! P from
previous year's conference.
In October GAWA will present its annual
revision seminar at UWA for WACE Stage 3
Geography students. This year we will revisit
the possibility of holding student revision
seminars in the southwest in Bunbury and in
the mid-west at Geraldton.
The Joseph Gentilli Memorial Award for
Excellence in Geographical Education is
awarded to a GAWA member who has made

GAWA's main concerns have been
highlighted above as the wheels appear to
turn slowly when it comes to dealing with
course changes and re (néments.

As the 'half year cohort' moves into year 11
in 2013 this will impact on senior school
Geography course enrolments in general
plus resource sales for GAWA.

GAWA will be seeking to service the needs
and increase the GAWA membership

of primary as the Australian

an to

Education. In recognition of its importance,
the award comes with prize money of $2000.
The John Forrest Award is a competition

for students undertaking Geography. The
competition is designed so that the activities
involved can be incorporated into the
assessment programs of the students. In this
way it is not an extra burden on the normal
school program. Entries are due the end of

term 2 for senior students and the end of term

2 for middle school.

Curriculum s released. This will be a
challenging endeavour.

+ General busyness seems to be putting
everyone under pressure and the GAWA
committee has not been immune from
this.

Darryl Michie

GAWA President
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aitsl  AITSL lllustrations
of Practice

‘s sttt
or Toaching and
School Laader

T he Australian Institute for School
Teaching and Leadership (AITSL)

commenced the development of

support material for the National Profe;sional 2. Exemplar 2isalsoa dynamic llusration
standards for Teachers (the Standards) in the

second half of 2011 with work continuing
in 2012 and 2013, AGTA was successful in
receiving funding from AITSL to develop
three exemplars or lllustrations of practice
related to the Professional Standards.

AGTAS exemplars are being prepared by
Roger Smith and Rob Berry. Two of the
exemplars will be ‘dynamic'in that they will
be based on video recordings and the other
one will be a'static illustration’ using print
documents.

Work completed to date has been as follows.

1. Exemplar 1is a dynamic illusna!iqn
relating to Standard 6 — Engage in
professional learning at the pro @n( )
level. Itis based on teachers’ participation
in a range of group activities during a
professional learning day held on 7 March
2012 in Melbourne. Interviews have been

recorded with presenters and teachers

attending to obtain feedback regarding
the e [edtiveness of the strategies used
and subsequent application in teaching.

and relating to Standard 2 — Professional

knowledge at the pro (cient level.
This exemplar illustrates how teachers
can integrate ICT including spatial
technologies into learning and teaching
programs that make selected content
relevant and meaningful. It uses video
recordings of teachers'use of ICT during
aprofessional learning day held on
7 May 2012 in Adelaide.

3. Exemplar 3 relates to Standard 3 —
Professional practice at the pro(cient
level. It is a static illustration based
on teaching resources for (eldwork
undertaken in Melbourne's Docklands
and demonstrates the selection and

use of teaching strategies that develop
Kknowledge, skills, problem solving, critical
and creative thinking.

Itis anticipated that AGTAS project will be
completed by the end of June 2012,

e

AGTA website

new section devoted to the AGTA

2013 Conference in Perth has

been created and additions will
be made to this throughout the coming
year. Online registration and payment for
the conference will be a key feature of the

\website. Expressions of interest in presenting

aworkshop at the conference have been
handled online and the number of people

has been most encouraging.

presentations by Rita Gardner, Duncan
Chessell and Tim Costello. The AGTA

atthe AGTA website.

Online sales of AGTA's Exploring 21st Century
Geography DVD have continued to be
supported with purchasers able to complete
payment by credit card, a school order form
or cheque.

The Chairperson's annual report provides
much useful information for members
about the achievements of AGTA. The
‘Geography discussions'section provides
links to Web 2.0 geography websites
and a portal to a number of useful blogs,

AGTA Launches
‘Going Global’ Poster

To mark the 2012-13 launch of the
Australian Curriculum: Geography, AGTA
has released a poster highlighting the
Curriculum’s key concepts. State-based
a Cliates will organise the distribution of
the posters to member schoolsin
coming months.

N
GeoCareers website

Some new content and revisions to
existing information have been made to
the GeoCareers website. Thanks to the
suggestions of people to be included

in the pro (Telsection being forwarded

to Rob Berry. Members are invited to

send recommendations of people to be
approached with a view to providing a

ro (el for publication as there are SFI\[
many career areas we would like to include.

registering to receive conference newsletters

The AGTA 2011 Conference section is sli!\
attracting a considerable number of online
visitors particularly to the keynote video

Facebook page has been set up with both
general comments and this will extend to an
AGTA 2013 conference wall. A fulllisting of
the AGTA Award winners can also be viewed

Please send the person's name, their email
address and current area of employment

to Rob Berry (rberry@agta.asn. au). Rob will
then contact each person nominated and
provide them with a standard proforma and
agreement sheet.

wikis, nings, forums, discussions and other
participatory web applications that ;upport
geography teaching both in Australia and
overseas. Other changes to the website
include updates to the news section (eg
latest issue of Geographia), Board members,
a Uliate details and resources, Updates have
also been made to the national geography
curriculum website, standards for geography
teaching and details of a [liate conferences.
The listing of state conferences has been
updated where such details are known,

Geography Teache}
of Victoria (GTAV)

Membership of GTAV is currently 525 —
approximately the same numbers as
May 2011

Asuccessful Strategic Planning Day
facilitated by GTAV Patron Rob Gell was
held in March 2012, Steve Latham has
been employed as the fulltime
Education O [cgi for GTAV,

Inthe half of 2012, the GTAV has
o @d/will o enprofessional leaning to
experienced and inexperienced teachers
of Geography including: VCE for new

teachers of Geography; Help! How do | teach

Geography for inexperienced teachers;
Meet the examiners and increasing your
VCE Geography student numbers; Using
web-based technologies in the classroom;
Up-skilling in Geography; 21st Century '
Geography and Getting to grips with GIS;
and, hosted a VICE student topic lecture

in March ~ attendance 400 (20% increase
compared with 2011). A Topic lecture is
also scheduled in August and VCE revision
lectures in October,

GTAV has collaborated with Global Education
Pru[e.c! and the GEP has independently
provided in'ormalinn/workshop sessions

to pre-service teachers at the University

of Melbourne, LaTrobe University, Monash
University, Deakin University, University of
Ballarat, RMIT Bundoora, Victoria University
and ACU Ballarat. GEP has also undertaken
workshops at a number of primary schools,

* Global Education Project (GEP)
This project includes a number of stal]
as well as three sessional
Wwho assist the project during times of
heavy demand. Resources produced/in
production using GEP funds include:

furmtion at the Melbourne Museum will
bring together members of the Victorian
G p ity - teachers, tertiary,
life members, publishers, spatial industry.

Curriculum Developments

GTAVis providing teachers with information
about the Australian Curriculum via GTaY
News, website and professional learning
opportunities e.g. VCE Conference provided
a_wprkshop session facilitated by Monica
Bini (VCAA) and EO Terry McMeekin in which
over 100 attendees provided feedback

Terry McMeekin/Steve Latham (Education
O [cets) and Trish Douglas (President) have
also provided information and feedback as
requested when required.

“Water for life: investigating water as
aglobalissue” based on the Global
Education learning emphases and
Geography skills and knowledge and
understandings - complete at end of May
2012

“Global well-being’- a resource for
vear.lo, Unit 2in the draft Australian
Cl.mlculum: Geography (AusAID funded)
—in production
In collaboration with VCAA, the GTAV
provided the opportunity for primary and
secondary teachers to provide feedback on
the Draft Australian Curriculum Geography.
245 primary and secondary teachers of
Ggography in Victoria provided feedback
via 8 face-to-face consultation sessions held
af:ross metropolitan Melbourne and regional
Victoria and one online forum. 32 Teachers
also responded to the GTAV survey on the
GTAV website. The Education O [cels and
nsh the Director of Projects provided a written
organisations / associations including: submission on behalf of the GTAV which
submitting articles to “Inspire’, “Australian encompassed feedback from all consultation
Teacher Magazine’, “VCAA", consulting with modes,
The Age in relation to the content of The Age
Natural Disasters posters published in 2012,
collaborating with other subject associanor;s
to p(ovide professional learing for teachers,
hosting a Facebook Page with approximately
250 members, initiating a Twitter account @

Actions to Promote Geography

QTA\/ continues to have an active
involvement with Destination Spatial - the
Education Committee which includes
representatives from the spatial industries,
tertiary institutions and education — to
Promole career pathways into the spatial
industry. A similar relationship has been
developed with the Planning industry.

GTA\_/ has been pro-active in developing
relationships with media and other

Geography Big Week Out

The GTAV would like the Board members
Of AGTA to consider the role of the State
Program Coordinator of the Big Week

Out. The Coordinator of the Mornington
Peninsula program spent hundreds of hours

Most events have online for 2012
= more successful than in 2011.

The following resources are in Pproduction

or have been produced: Geography

Environments : VCE Units 1 & 2 ~completed;

Resources and Perspectives : VCE Units 3
&4 - completed; 2012 VCE Trial Exam -in
production; Full-colour resource catalogue
~ produced for 2012; Full-colour Interaction
Xfour editions in 2012- 1 published; June
edition in production; GTAV News X8
editions (online in 2012 on a trial basis);
Borneo multimedia game - based on forest
and cultural sustainability - in production;
“Bush [Tds : A Geography resource for '
Australian students”in conjunction with
Country Fire Authority — completed and
available in late May 2012 ; and Geography
careers brochure in production.

partnerships with

graphyVic,
other SPP funded organisations - including Preparing and executing the week long

It::e{boume Museum, _Sovereign Hill, MCG, the ﬁ:ﬁ::ver:t oo essepﬂal component
lational Trust, Australian Children's Television As such, ﬂ:zng.rfve :?raph:cdt:ompemion.
. the Oposed that the AGTA
Board consider the plausibility of the notion
that the state BWO Coordinator should be

Foundation, collaborated with Channel 31
in production of “why Study Geography”- a
short segment in the series ‘Today's schools'
—shown in May 2012. This is available for use
at careers/subject selection events, being
actively represented on the Committee of
Management of CPTAV - the Council of
Professional Teaching Associations of Victoria,
and hosting ‘Big Week Out'in October 2012.

accompanying the winners of the BWO to
the International Competition,

Destination Spatial Project
s GTAY has for 18 months been a partner in
Defunallun Spatial (DS). The Committee
which includes representatives from the
spatial industry, tertiary institutions and
gducation aims to promote career pathways
into the spatial industry, Within this role
GTAV has assisted in developing marketing
material and facilitated the distribution of
the material at appropriate student and

In addition the Patron of the GTAV, Rob Gell,
has played an active role within and for me‘
Association through facilitating the GTAV
Strategic Planning Day and being the Master
of Ceremonies at the Patrons' Function

that will be combined with the AGM. This

teacher events. There is recognition by the
spatial Industry that there is a need to foster

the capacity to undertake the development
of such a resource. The sequential skills )
would be d into the new Australian

the of spatial skills

all levels of education which would in turn
develop an awareness of career pathways
in the spatial industry sector. This would
provide the underpinning link from the
school sector to courses o [eiked at the
diploma and certi[cate level.

DS wishes to support the development
of a sequential standalone spatial skills
resource and recognises that the GTAV has

Currently GTANSW has 408 [mancial
members

Professional development activities
included HSC examination reviews in
Sydney, Wollongong, Newcastle (online
documents available http://www.gtansw.
org.au/), and the 2011 HSC Awards
ceremony; Arthur Phillip Awards Ceremony.

During July the GTANSW Annual

Conference, will be held at the university of

Western Sydney (refer http:/www.gtansw.

org.aul).

GTANSW has awarded TWO BURSARIES for
teachers to attend the AGTA Conference

in Perth in 2013. Congratulations to Luke
Naivasha and Penny Spreitzer who have
been awarded bursaries by GTANSW
covering their registration fees and
attendance at the conference dinner at the
AGTA 2013 conference in Perth

The IAG's 2012 Conference is being held at
Macquarie University, Sydney, on 2-4uly.
ity for

Curriculum with online free resource
developed in a number of phases across an
18-24 month time frame.

DS has identi [t a number of possible
funding opportunities for this resource
and the GTAV has developed a preliminary
outline of the submission which has been
well received by the spatial industry and
tertiary sector,

The GTANSW Geography Bulletin is edited
by Grant Kleeman and Susan Bliss. GTANSW.
Members can access VOLUME 44, No. 1 &
No. 2 — 2012 issues online.

Action for Promotion of Geography
GTANSW encouraged teachers/schools/
students to participate In The World

| Day, Close the Gap Day

This is a great opp

Teachers to engage with Australia’s leading
academic geographers. The Conference
program is designed to encouraging

wide participation from secondary
geography teachers. It will feature a
number of education-focused sessions.
-bird registration will close April 27, and full
conference registration will close June 25.

Tasmanian Geogr:
Association (TGTA

Membership currently stands at 23 active
members, with 17 of these teachers actually
teaching Geography in 2012, Two successful
state-wide PD days were held in 2011.
Teachers in schools and colleges across
Tasmania were actively encouraged to
participate in The National Geographic
Australian Geography Competition and

we hope that there was an increase in the
number of students participating from
Tasmania.

Teachers are also being actively encouraged

Geography Teachers %
of South Australia (GTASK

Current membership is 85 to date but
GTASA are currently registering for their
conference which is when memberships
are traditionally renewed. GTASA is
contemplating changing the e [edtive dates
for membership renewals to make it match
with conference dates. It is anticipated that
this will have a positive impact on numbers
each year.

The Executive remains fairly unchanged. As
with other Associations there is an ongoing
concern regarding succession planning due
to demands of fulltime teaching loads and
the ability of being able to commit time to
conduct GTASA business. GTASA has a new
President who was elected at the AGM in
May -Greg Way is an experienced teacher of
geography from Cabra College.

Professional Development

The annual conference was conducted
from 24-25 May with the theme being
Sustainable Geography. The conference
convener lan Johnson completed a great
job in rounding up presenters and generally
organizing the two days. Workshops ranged
from Cool Australia to Y12 Folio workshop

and Australia’s Population Challenge: What
Really Counts.

schools and the broader community
around Australia were asked to show their
support to Close the Gap in life expectancy
between Indigenous and non-indigenous
Australians. On registering, participants
received the learning resources and

AGTA is supportive of this project and will
be guided by the GTAV in relation to AGTA
endorsement of the project.

Trish Douglas
GTAV President

materials required to successfully facilitate
this event in their school including:

aSchools Action Kit packed with ideas,
activities, a step-by-step event guide and
tools for students to take the lead and
run the activities;

classroom and assembly resources
including video stories, photos,
factsheets and a copy of the National
Close the Gap Day DVD.

Nick Hutchinson
GTANSW President

to attend the 2013 AGTA Conference in
Perth.

The Government Post Year 10 sector is
still ioning back to the D

government schools.
TGTA has continued to maintain good
links with the School of Geography and

of Education, All schools in Tasmania are
working with a reduced budget due to

a [sdal shortage in Tasmania, which is
adversely a[edting all government services.
State-wide, the number of schools and
colleges with viable Geography classes is
slightly down in 2012 from 18 to 16 but the
number of students studying Geography
in Year 11/12 s similar to the previous four
years with about 220 students. There are
also many students who study Geography
in high school at private schools and two

Studies at UTAS, especially
in the curriculum area with the Australian
Curriculum: Geography and co-operation
with [eldwork.
Wayne Sutton
TGTA President

and many sessions matched upper primary
and lower middle school curriculum in an
endeavour to attract more primary teachers.

In terms of promoting Geography the
GTASA has:

Publications and Projects

+ Year 12 Study guide - updated
and published to support students
undertaking the year 12 SACE. Thanks to
Sandy Stuart, Andrew Penny and John
Coop.

Inquiring into Pandas - a resource to
support the teaching of geographical
skills in upper primary and lower middle
school focusing around the Giant Panda.
Thanks to Rita Shepherd and Alexandra
Piggott.

Action for Promotion of Geography

+ Ran the AC Geography consultation
meeting. Over 40 teachers attended and
submitted their feedback to the draft.

*  Ran the GTASA 75 year anniversary
dinner. Prof Nick Harvey presented. Thanks
to Roger Smith, Mark Manuel and Margaret
Calder who organised the dinner and
thanks to Leonie Brown and Rob Berry who
attended from Victoria

Curriculum Developments:

AC geography is the main focus for most
people. Keen to see the [Mal structure.

The SACE program in its second year
continues to be re (néd.

Issues and Concerns:

+ New SACE review being undertaken by a
group appointed by the SA Government.
Due to report back in early July. Schools
and associations have submitted
responses.

Ongoing issues with change in
assessment in SACE.

Declining student numbers a [edting our
membership although we think there
has been a slight increase there is still
less than half of the 2010 enrolment.

Alex Piggott
GTASA President
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Infographics:

>A 215T CENTURY GEOGRAPHY SKILL?

Geography students in the 21st century will develop characteristics and
skills that are different to those skills | learnt in the Geography classroom.
Technology will definitely play a role in this. Even in a 1:1 classroom,
students may still use an atlas to locate a country, draw a cross section
or interpret a population pyramid. However, due to increased access
to technological tools, other skills need to be developed or enabled.
Andrew Churches, author of Educational Origami (a 21st century learning
wikispace), provides an overview of the 21st century learner. In particular,
he writes about Digital Blooms, looking specifically at the higher order
thinking skills needed to utilize technology tools to enhance leamning and
vice versa. The importance of having the skills to be a discerning user
of technology has never been greater. The diagram below provides an
overview of these thinking skills.

By Rebecca Nicholas, Brisbane State High School

drawn to these data visualisations as they often provide a clear overview
of a theme or topic that we teach in class. As | searched the internet
for information and advice on the use of Infographics, | came across the
following blog post by Hongkiat Lim, the Chief Editor of Hongkiat.com, a
technology website. The author has listed what he considers to be the
50 most informative and well-designed infographics. What interested me
the most was that of this top fifty, twenty one of these infographics could
be part of a geography lesson. Two of the most striking on this list were
Choose Your Weapon: The Global Arms Trade (http://www.princeton.
edu/~ina/infographics/weapons.html) and Glass Half Empty: The Coming
Water ~ Wars  (http://www.princeton.edu/~ina/infographics/water.
html) This strengthened my belief that using and creating infographics
are higher order thinking skills in Geography. Daniel Adams, a blogger

visual.ly/) and Submitinfographics.com (http://submitinfographics.com/c/
education-inforgraphics/geography-infographics). Geography resources
such as National Geographic and the Australian Bureau of Statistics now
use this data visualization tool when representing their data. One example
designed by the ABS looks at Australia’s Changing Population (http://
visual.ly/australia-defined-snapshot-population-growth-and-change). An
infographic will also save a teacher time when developing resources or
assessment tasks. In particular, the infographic could provide a new way
for teachers to present the data and stimulus for a Response to Stimulus
Essay task in Senior Geography. This form or presenting visual data could
also be useful in the creation of extra stimulus for practicals and as data in
field reports. Next time you are searching for content for a topic, consider
putting the word ‘infographic” in as part of your search to see what is
available.

Secondly, the Web 2.0 nature of infographic tools allow anyone, students
or teachers, to create and share their own infographics. Setting a class
activity or assessment task that involves the creation of an infographic
definitely involves many of the higher order thinking skills outlined in digital
blooms. Students need to research and find the data they would like to
present on a theme. Following this, they will need to consider the images,
colour and design of the infographic to portray their message. A wonderful

\_

J

Source (Churches, A. 2010, Educational Origami,
wikispaces.com/Bloom’s + Digital + Taxonomy)

http://edorigami.

Like any other teacher, when planning a lesson, learning activity or
assessment task for my students, | always consider the higher order
thinking skills involved. By referring to ‘Digital Blooms’, | always aim to
ensure that the tasks adequately enable students to show their ability to
‘evaluate’ or ‘create’. Web 2.0 tools are now readily available for students
in the classroom, and create wonderful opportunities for students to show
their higher order thinking skills. | have written articles before on the use
of Web 2.0 tools in the Geography classroom. However, | did find it a little
more difficult to pinpoint how these tools enable students to develop the
higher order thinking skills outlined in Digital Blooms. Upon reflection, the
use and creation of infographics is definitely an online tool that Geography
students can utilize in a 21st century classroom.

Infographics are visual explanations of data, information or knowledge that
use the elements of design to display content (Roy, S 2011). The most
successful infographics express a more complex message using images
and various levels of data such as statistics. Geography teachers are
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infographics-and-why-are-they-important/) provided further detail on
the role of infographics. He included the following points as the aim of a
successful infographic:

e tocommunicate a message

e to present a lot of data or information in a way that is compact and
easy to comprehend

* to analyse data in order to discover cause-and-effect relationships;
and

* to look for links between statistics and the theme of the infographic.

These all relate strongly to the ‘Analysis’ and ‘Decision-Making' criteria in
the Senior Geography syllabus. This was all the evidence | needed to start
using these tools in the classroom.

So, how can you use infographics in the Geography classroom? Firstly,
on their own, infographics are a great source of up-to-date content for a
Geography teacher. Two good sites forinfographicsinclude Visual.ly (http://
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for  InstantShift  (http://www.instantshift.com/2011/03/25/what-are- resource | discovered that outlines the criteria for a successful infographic

is found on the National Geographic website — Dwindling Food Variety:
What makes this graphic so good? The site includes a clear overview of
both the skill in selecting the types of data, as well as the elements of
design including colour, font and layout. If you are interested in creating
your own infographics, go to Visual.ly (http://visual.ly/ ). Visual.ly allows
the user to create an infographic, but you can also follow other creators
and receive updates on themes, of which Geography is one. Also, once
completed, the user can embed the infographic on a website or blog, as
well as create jpeg of their creation.

There is no question that infographics and data visualization play an
important role in the Geography classroom. They always have. However,
the ability for students to quickly and effectively create their own
infographics will only enhance their skills in a 21st century classroom:
Create one yourself, make it an assessment task.in-your junior Geography
classroom, or use it as_a.revision tool. As usual, \Web2.0 tools are there
for you to use.
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“Geo-literacy,
Interrelates the

Interactions,
Interconnections,
and implications
that occur on our

planet.”

Daniel Edelson, Vice-President of
Education for National Geographic.
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The inquiry approach In
A GEOGRAPHY

David McCauley, Ferny Grove State High School

Geographical inquiry involves students in active investigation of the
interrelationships between people and the spatial and ecological
dimensions. The purpose of geographical inquiry is to engage students in
the learning process through formulating questions, investigating widely,
and building new understandings, meanings and knowledge.

The process follows these key geographical questions:

e What and where are the issues or patterns being studied?

e How and why do these issues and patterns develop?

*  What are the impacts of these issues and patterns?

* What is being done or what could be done to sustainably manage
these impacts?

Tahle 1: Sample learning experiences for each key question

Key questions Examples of possible learning experiences

1. What and * Read and draw maps

where are the e Summarise and note-take from a variety of
issues or patterns sources

being studied? * Read and manipulate data, graphs and other
KNOWLEDGE AND sources of information

e Observe and record in the field
BRSO | Model the construction of definitions
e Summarise and note-take from a variety of
sources
* Read and manipulate data, graphs and other
sources of information
e Observe and record in the field
e Model the construction of definitions

2.Howandwhy | e Compare patterns of mapped and/or
do these issues graphical data

and patterns * Record and interpret field work data

develop? e Summarise and note take from a variety of
sources

ANALYTICAL : :

PROCESSES J IIIustra'te linkages between different aspects
of the issue

*  Model the use of analytical processes
when interpreting data manipulated by the
students

3. What are e Engage in role-plays to illustrate different
the impacts of views of key stakeholders
these issuesand | *  Model consequence wheels
patterns? e Interview or survey key informants in the
ANALYTICAL i |
e Critically review various media sources

PROCESSES ; .
* Use computer programs to simulate impacts

or consequences

4. \What is being
done or what
could be done
to sustainably

Develop criteria for evaluating possible
solutions

Develop action plans for a specific school or
community instance of the issue

manage these Communicate outcomes of investigations
impacts? with key decision makers
DECISION- *  Diamond rank possible alternative solutions

MAKING *  Model the integration of decision-making
PROCESSES processes within a report or essay

Focus questions are sub sets of smaller questions around each key
question to break down the inquiry task. There is almost no limit to the
number of focus questions that you may use and answers to some focus
questions may (and should) generate even more focus questions for
examination.

Designing an effective geographic inquiry is a four stage process:

1. Decide on a topic

2. Express the topic as a question
3. Set up key questions

4. Set up focus questions

Below you will find some examples of geographical inquiries that have
been used in junior and senior secondary geography classrooms.

Tahle 2: Geographic inquiry exemplar for middle school

Topic: Cracodiles

Topic question: Are crocodiles best in swamps or shoes?

Key question: What are crocodiles and where do they occur?

Focus questions:

*What do crocodiles look like?

*\What different types/species of crocodiles are there?
*Where in the world are they active?

*Does this change during the year?

Key question: How and why do people and crocodiles threaten each
other?

Focus questions:

*How do crocodiles survive?

*\What habitat conditions do they like most?
*Where are these conditions found?

*How do crocodiles behave?

*Does this change during the year?

*Why do crocodiles attack people?

*Why have calls gone out to exterminate crocodiles?
*How are crocodiles hunted?

*\What are they used for when hunted?
*\What do they eat?

*What are crocodiles used for commercially?

Key question: What impact do crocodiles have on their ecosystems and
peaple?

Focus questions:

*\What impact/effect do crocodiles have just be being in their habitat?
*\What part do they play in the food chain?

*\What impact would their extinction have on an ecosystem?

*\What impact would their extinction have on tourism?

*\What impact would their extinction have culturally?

*\What other industries could be affected?

Key question: What is being done to manage/reduce the risk that
crocodiles pose to people and people pose to crocodiles?

Focus questions:

*How can people and crocodiles be protected from each other?
*How can the industries that use crocodiles be preserved?
*How could crocodiles be hunted?

*\Who should decide what is to be done?

*\Who should have input into the decision?

*\Who should monitor the results/outcomes?

Table 3: Geographic inquiry exemplar for senior geography

Topic: Moreton Bay inquiry

Topic question: How have Moreton Bay's resources been affected by
development and what is being done & could be done to protect them?

Key question: What are the key features of Moreton Bay and where
are they?

Focus questions:

*\What physical resources are there?

*\What marine resources are there?

*\\What flora and fauna resources are there?

*\\What aesthetic and recreational resources are there?
*\What are the key locations for all of these resources? (map)

Key question: How have Moreton Bay’s resources been affected/
threatened and why?

Focus questions:

*\What threats does the Moreton Bay catchment pose?
*\What threats does the urban area of Brisbane pose?
*\What threats does the industrial/port area pose?
*\What threats do recreational activities pose?

*How and why do all of these threats occur?

Key question: What impacts do resource development/use have on
Moreton Bay

Focus questions:

*\What impacts on physical resources have occurred?
*\What impacts on marine resources have occurred?

*\What impacts on flora and fauna resources have occurred?
*\What impacts on recreational resources have occurred?
*\What are the sources of these different impacts?

Key question: What is being done and has been done to protect the
resources & biodiversity of Moreton Bay & what could/should be done?

Focus questions:

*Who is responsible for Moreton Bay?

*\What has been done to address the varied sources of negative
impacts in Moreton Bay?

*How effective have these measures been?

*\What has been done to protect Moreton Bay from further/future
damage?

*How effective have these measures been?

*\What would you suggest could or should be done in Moreton Bay?
*\Why have you made this (these) suggestion(s)?

*How would you measure your success?

*\Who should be responsible for Moreton Bay?

>GTAQ
AGM and PD
Opportunity

The GTAQ AGM will be held on
Thursday 22nd November at the
Bleeding Heart Café, 166 Ann

Street, Brisbane.

The PD opportunity and AGM will begin at 5:30pm
and finish at 7:30pm. The AGM will take on a different
format this year, with two guest lecturers on topics
associated with the current Geography curriculum, and
a certificate of attendance for two hours of professional
development. This will be followed by the AGM and a
networking opportunity for teachers. The Bleeding Heart
Café is a very fitting location for the next GTAQ event,
as all profits made from our event goes towards funding
charitahle and community enterprise in Brishane.

For more information, go to their website - http://www.
bleedingheart.com.au/. Therefore, to cover venue hire
costs, there will be a small cost for attendees. Please
look on the website or check email updates for further
information on the speakers and how to register for
this PD opportunity.
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\Websites of the
>MOMENT

APHUMANGEOGRAPHY
http://geographyeducation.org/

The APHumanGeography website is a simple repository of articles and
resources for geography students and teachers. The author, Seth Dixon, is
active across a range of social media which can all be accessed from this
page. The resources provided are useful, topical, relevant, broad reaching
and very interesting and come thoroughly recommended.

THE ATLANTIC CITIES
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/

The teaching of urban geography is often overlooked because of lack
of relevant case studies. The Atlantic Cities, an offshoot of the Atlantic
Magazine, is a site that provides excellent articles and examples of
positive aspects of urban living. From the geography of poverty, the
positive health benefits in seniors of using public transport and the world's
most expensive cab rides, almost everything to do with cities is covered.
A reasonable sprinkle of research articles, links to interactive maps and
other online tools means this site will become a standard when it comes
to giving your students examples of the sometimes difficult connections
to be made in urban geography.
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OMNIS VIAE: ROMAN ROUTEPLANNER

http://omnesviae.org/

A very cute tool that overlays a map of the ancient Roman Empire onto
a Google Map. You can select a map view, terrain view or satellite view
and you can enter location names (in modern English or Latin) and search
for directions. You even get a travel time with Rome to London taking 64
days. | think so anyway, the answer was in Latin with Roman numerals so
the translation could be way off!

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC VIDEOS

http://video.nationalgeographic.com

This is a great resource for short, relevant and well-produced videos that
cover a whole range of topics. National Geographic have a television
channel and this repository pulls on some of the great footage in these
shows. Physical and human geography are both covered including a
bewildering number of videos on almost every animal in existence.
The videos are embeddable which is useful if you are using a learning
management system such as Moodle. You can also download a transcript
of each video if needed. Hopefully your Friday afternoon geography lesson
just got a bit easier!

WORLD WONDERS
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/

worldwonders/

A very cool website that would be best described as a gallery of the
wonders of the ancient and modern world that is brought together by
Google's Street View. You can browse or search through over 100
significant global sites that will amaze you. In Australia you can view
Melbourne's Royal Exhibition Building, Western Australia's Shark Bay and
Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territory. They even have a range
of geography and history lessons as well as a useful teachers’ guide. Be
aware that the resources are quite general due to the global audience
so expect to make some adjustments to the classroom materials to suit.
Look out for the stylised globe peeking out of the bottom of the page. It
took me ages to work out that you can drag it around like Google Earth!

leaching
>RESOURCES

FORESTLEARNING

http://www.forestlearning.edu.au/

ForestLearning is an organisation created by an alliance of forest industry
and education groups to promote sustainable use of this resource and
continuation of the forestry industry.

The website contains a great wealth of resources linked to different
curriculum areas.

The ForestlLearning website has a simple search facility (‘Find Resources’)
that allows you to find all of the Geography resources in one click.
Resources can be refined by year level, topic, theme, or resource type
(to filter websites, factsheets, reports, activities etc) which makes finding
the resources very easy. Resources come from a range of sources, many
outside the ForestLearning group and its partners. Ecotourism, biodiversity
and unsustainable forestry are just a taste of the issues you explore on

the site.

MAPPING OUR WORLD — OXFAM
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/

mapping_our_waorld/

This great resource from Oxfam manages to make map projections
interesting for students in late primary or early secondary school! There
are three lessons, each with three interactive activities. The activities all
work from within your web browser so you simply need to navigate to
the site to begin. Students are given a range of tools to play with while
the interactivities compare different map projections, examine satellite
imagery, compare country sizes, locate places, flatten a globe into a paper
map and dig a hole_straight through the earth. There are some really
interesting activities that will give your students a very different view of
their world.

fpacrE NEfTl R
ki e T

TEACHITGEOGRAPHY

http://www.teachitgeography.co.uk

The final teaching resource shares its theme with this edition of the
journal; it concentrates on geographical skills. Normally a resource of this
nature would be reviewed in the "Websites of the moment’ section of the
journal but the wealth of information contained, the simple categorisation
and search tools mean that this sites is viewed more as teacher resource
than a simple geographical website.

The site isan online resource bank based in the UK specialising in geography
resources for Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 which roughly equate to Queensland’s
Year 10, 11 and 12. Registration is required for the site, although this is
easy and free. Once registered you have access to the resources, all of
which have been contributed by regular classroom teachers before being
given a ‘mini makeover’. \Well worth a look.
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January 7 - 10, 2013. Perth College, Perth WA,

Hi Everyone, the AGTA 2013 National Conference committee has been working hard. We are really excited at how the
conference program is coming together and encourage you to attend what will be the premier Geography event in 2013.

Keynote Speakers

Our 4 keynote speakers have now bee confirmed. As you may already know renowned international Geographical
educators Professor Simon Catling, from Oxford Brookes University, and Professor David Lambert, Geographical
Association Chief Executive and University of London, will be two of our keynote presenters sharing their expertise in F -
12 Geography education and curriculum development. Professor Peter Newman will also be a Keynote speaker. Peter is
the Professor of Sustainability at Curtin University and Director of the Curtin University Sustainability Policy Institute. He
has recently been appointed as Chief Writer - Transport for the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Our 4th
keynote will be Professor Lyn Beasley. Lyn is the Western Australia Chief Scientist and patron of the Australian
Sustainable Schools Initiative - WA, (AuSSTI-WA). She recently addressed the Royal Geographical Society, at the invite of
their President - Michael Palin, on the topic of, Western Australia; Exploring The Secrets of an Ancient Land. She received a
standing ovation from the 700 members present. All who have heard Lyn speak are amazed by her energy and passion.

Workshops

We have secured over 50 workshop presentations covering a wide range of topics. Implementing the Australian
Curriculum is a theme that runs through many with workshops in this area specifically aimed at both Secondary and
Primary teachers. (So tell all your Primary Teacher friends to come along)! The cross-curricular foci of Asia, Sustainability
and Indigenous Australia will also be well represented at the conference. Workshops on curriculum, pedagogy, technology,
(both in and out of the classroom), plus useful resources for the Geography teacher will be highlighted.

Fieldtrips

Our fieldtrips have been designed to get you out and about in Perth and the surrounding hinterland as well as give you
some great ideas about teaching good Geography. We are encouraging all delegates to choose the Rottnest Island trip as
one of their 2 choices. This field trip will start with a cruise down the Swan River to Fremantle. Once at Rottnest a number
of tour options will be available. Other field trips will include bush walking in the Perth hills, participation in various
aspects of local indigenous culture, a visit to a bauxite mine, a visit to Mandurah and the canal developments, a walking
tour of Perth, a look at one of Australia’s biggest Urban Renewal projects, a visit to the state governments transport hub to
see how traffic in Australia’s fastest growing city is kept on the move and our own very own AGTA Amazing Race.

Social Program

AGTA conferences are always a lot of FUN as you meet new people and take part in new experiences. Optional events will
include a Swan Valley Winery Tour on the Sunday before the conference and the conference dinner at the Western
Australia Golf Club on the final night of the conference. Events included as part of your Conference fees include a welcome
BBQ on the Sunday evening, The AGTA Awards and canapés function and the AGTA Cup games, (State vs State - Barefoot
Bowls and BBQ at Mount Lawley Bowls Club). Each day of the conference program will include a Sun downer and one
evening will be free to enjoy the local cuisine at discounted prices at selected venues.

Pre Conference Tour

An outstanding program of activities and visits have been organised for a pre conference tour through the South West
corner of WA, With one night in the tall timber town of Pemberton and two in the heart of the famous Margaret River wine
growing region participants will experience a feast of visual and culinary delights. Likely PCT fee, $650

Website

[t will be worth your while checking the AGTA Conference website almost daily as the full conference program and session
details are online and we are very close to registrations opening. We have already received 85 pre registrations, mainly
from members of Eastern State’s Geography Teacher Associations. To enhance your chances of getting your preferred
workshops and field trips you will need to register early. Likely registration fees, Early Bird $550, Full $650.

We are really looking forward to meeting you and sharing together in what is shaping up as a great AGTA Conference.

Darryl Michie
AGTA 2013 Conference Convener www.agta.asn.au/conf2013/index.htm agta2013@iinet.net.au
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